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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the Bay Area Gala. My name is Varkha Chellani,

and I am the Chapter Chair for Akshaya Patra’s Bay Area Chapter.

It’s an exciting time for us at Akshaya Patra as we grow 

and adapt, remaining motivated and responsive in light of the

events that transpired most recently. As a chapter, we strove

to remain nimble in an online world to meet the ever-changing

needs of the underserved in India as Akshaya Patra provided their school lunch and

disaster relief programs nationwide. We should all be very proud of where we are today

and excited about where we are headed.

Before I sign off, I’d like to thank each of you for attending our gala and bringing your

expertise, thoughts, and well wishes to this event. As loyal supporters, you bring the

vision, knowledge, and experience to help Akshaya Patra reach its goal of feeding 5

million children every school day by 2025. 

I look forward to seeing each and every one of you in person to celebrate our

achievements and strategize about what the future will look like for our chapter and

beyond!

Thank you for your support and for being here this evening.

Varkha Chellani
Varkha Chellani

Chapter Chair 

AKSHAYAPATRAUSA.ORG

BAY AREAGala

http://akshayapatrausa.org/


AKSHAYAPATRAUSA.ORG

PROGRAM TIMELINE

5:00 PM- 6:00PM
Reception/Networking

 

6:00PM- 7:00PM

Program

 

7:00 PM

Dinner followed by Music
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Siva Sivaram
Dr. Siva Sivaram was appointed executive vice president of memory technology in May 2016 when
SanDisk was acquired by Western Digital and is responsible for the ongoing development of the
company’s industry-leading NAND flash memory, as well as the development of next-generation
technologies, including 3D NAND (BiCS) and 3D ReRAM. Sivaram has over 30 years of experience in
semiconductors, 3-D memory architectures, process technology, equipment, and materials.

He has held executive positions at Intel and Matrix Semiconductor, and at SanDisk after its
acquisition of Matrix. Additionally, he was the Founder and CEO of Twin Creeks Technologies, a
solar panel, and equipment company. Under his leadership, SanDisk created the world’s first cross-
point 3D memory technology, the world-leading 15nm 2D NAND technology, and the industry’s first
256 Gigabit (Gb) 3-bit-per-cell (X3) 48-layer 3D NAND chip. Sivaram has also served as a board
member of several start-up firms, was entrepreneur-in-residence at Crosslink Capital and XSeed
Capital, a research scholar at Matsushita Electric, and an adjunct faculty member at San Jose State
University.

Srivatsan Rajan
Sri Rajan is a Partner at Cota Capital in San Francisco. Prior to this, he was a Partner in Bain &
Company's San Francisco office and also the Chairman of Bain Company in India. Previously, he was
a founder of and the Managing Director of Bain’s India offices. During his time at Bain, he worked
across a range of industries in the US, Europe, and India and his areas of focus included M&A,
diligence and portfolio value creation, strategy, operating model design, and customer experience.

He has over 20 years of management consulting experience in India and the United States. He has
supported the creation and execution of turnaround strategies for multiple diversified firms and has
significant experience working with private equity firms in pre-deal diligence and post-deal
strategy, as well as in operational engagements across sectors.

M. R. Rangaswami
M.R. Rangaswami is an entrepreneur, investor, and community builder. His career as a technology
CMO, angel investor, corporate eco-strategist, and philanthropist demonstrates a unique talent for
fostering innovation and creating impactful networks. 

After a middle-class upbringing in Chennai, India, M.R. arrived in America with $8 in his pocket as a
university student. Settling down in Silicon Valley, he contributed to the rapid expansion of the
technology industry as a pioneering marketing executive at both small and large software
companies, including Oracle and Baan. 

In 1997, M.R. co-founded Sand Hill Group, one of the earliest angel investment firms, and The Wall
Street Journal featured his “hedcut” sketch on its front page. Forbes named M.R. to its “Midas” list
of the world’s best venture capitalists investors and CRN ranked him as one of the Top 25
Technology executives. M.R. publishes SandHill.com, a leading website for entrepreneurs,
executives, and investors. He also produced the Software conference and now hosts the prestigious
Enterprise retreat for the top 100 leaders in technology. He also hosts NPC, India’s largest
entrepreneurship conference.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anant_Agarwal
https://www.chitradivakaruni.com/
https://www.adiofficial.com/
http://akshayapatrausa.org/
http://www.mrrangaswami.com/meet-mr/
http://www.mrrangaswami.com/impactful-network-creator-tech-mentor-event-producer/
http://www.mrrangaswami.com/software-industry-founder-early-silicon-valley-cmo/
http://www.mrrangaswami.com/innovation-capitalist-sand-hill-group-founder/
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ABOUT AKSHAYA PATRA

 With the goal of eliminating classroom hunger, The Akshaya

Patra Foundation implements the Mid-Day Meal Program in

government and government-aided schools across 14 States and

2 Union Territories in India, serving 2 million children a day. 

Essentially, we aim to counter malnutrition while supporting the

right to education for socio-economically disadvantaged

children. This is done through an array of initiatives built around

nutrition and education. 

THE MIDDAY MEAL PROGRAM
Every midday meal serves as an incentive for children to attend

school and for parents to send their children to school. This, in

turn, results in an improved enrollment rate, regular

attendance, enhanced academic performance, and nutritional

profile of students, while reducing the dropout rate.

OUR REACH

2 Million children every day 

65 Kitchens in 14 States and 2 UTs 

20,000 + schools served  

CLICK to learn more 
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Nimissha Kartikanand

Nireesa Rajan

Nivedha Radhakrishnan

Oeshi Datta

Parsh Gandhi

Prableen Kakar

Prachi Marfatia

Preranaa Balasubramanian

Prisha Prabhu

Prithvi Prem

Raadha Shah

Raj Kashikar

Ranjith Saravanan

Ridhima Motewar

Riya Kapadekar

Saanvi Bhat

Saanvi Sahoo

Sahil Malhotra

Sanvi Gupta

Sanvi Singh

Shreya Tammali

Spurthi Koneru

Sruthi Ginka

Tanvi Prem

Tanvi Thomare

Tara Kumar

Tirth Kashikar

Tvisha Soni

Vidhi Chellani

Vrishan Inukollu

Aarav Shah

Aarthi Raghavan

Abhay Naik

Abhinav Patkar

Aditya Neyyar

Aditya Verma

Amishi Vairagade

Ananaya Ramachandran

Anika Sagar

Anshu Methi

Anshul Prabhu

Aparna Shah

Arhan Jain

Asmi Sawant

Ayush Pareek

Azhahini Krishnamoorthy

Charvik Pathivada

Chiraag Pai

Deeksha Vaidyanathan

Gurseerat Kakar

Ishan Motewar

Kaavya Raghavan

Kabir Bedi

Kaeyaa Sane

Keyura Gandhi

Kirtana Poikayil

Lakshmi Potturu

Lakshya Jain

Miraya Jain

Nandita Tangirala

Natasha Lulla

Nihithasri Anepally

https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/youth-ambassadors/
http://akshayapatrausa.org/
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 This elite program recognizes our most ardent supporters who have donated,

cumulatively, a minimum of $15,000 over 3 consecutive years. 

Ananda

Fully empowered, children

experience bliss, knowing

that they are the masters

of their own destiny.

$100,000+

Letter of Thanks

Impact Story

Donor Report

Plaque

Recognition during events

Personalized Donor Video

$40,000+

Vidya

With the opportunity to

gain knowledge, children

realize they can turn their

dreams into reality.

Letter of Thanks

Impact Story

Donor Report

Plaque

Recognition during events

Supreme Bliss & 

Unending Joy
Knowledge

$15,000+

Asha
Hope

Akshaya Patra provides hope to

millions of children who dream of

a future where they do not go to

bed hungry every night.

Letter of Thanks

Certificate of Thanks  

Frame

Impact Story

Recognition during events

Circle of Giving

http://akshayapatrausa.org/
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Badarinath Koneru

Gagan Hasteer

Pooja & Navin Chaddha

Nikesh Arora

Lata & Raghu Raghuram

Sumir Chadha

Ranjana & Siva Sivaram

Umesh Mewari

You bring                   in the lives of children.
Fully empowered children experience bliss, 

knowing that they are the masters of their own destinies.

Ananda

http://akshayapatrausa.org/
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You bring              in the lives of children.Vidya
With the opportunity to gain knowledge, children

realize they can turn their dreams into reality.

Anuradha and BV Jagadeesh

Ari Arjavalingam

Asha Jadeja

Donald Howard

Dr. Pankaj Vij

Leena & Srivatsan Rajan

Nagaraj Nadendla

Pooja & Ashu Garg

Sonia Batra & Dr. Puneet Chandak

Rohini Prasana

Vivek Vaidya

http://akshayapatrausa.org/
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OUR KITCHENS
 

Akshaya Patra’s centralized kitchen facilities are

designed and engineered to ensure maximum quality

and minimize cost, time, and labor, largely using

gravity's potential energy for the cooking process. To

retain nutrients, steam is used as a source of cooking

which is not only cost-effective but also clean. 

Every meal is created to meet the dietary

requirements of children, and also to satisfy the local

palate. For example, roti-based menus are served in

North India, whereas rice-based menus feature in the

South. A number of our facilities are consistently

audited and receive ISO Accreditation.

Solar power to reduce intake from the public grid
Conversion of organic waste into biogas
CNG (Compressed Natural Gas) and Electric
Vehicles
Biomass briquettes used as fuel in boilers - better
emission standards when compared to fossil fuels 
Cashew shell briquettes as fuel in boilers in
Hubbali - enhanced  efficiency in terms of
consumption
Natural gas fuelled generators in North India
kitchens 
In-house diesel filling bunk in Hubbali - reduce
carbon emission

SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS
 

CLICK FOR A VIRTUAL TOUR
 

BAY AREAGala

http://akshayapatrausa.org/
https://youtu.be/BvSgchnni_Y
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ANGANWADI PROGRAM
 In parallel to the Mid-Day Meal Program, we serve

pregnant and lactating women and toddlers in

Anganwadi Centres. This initiative is a cornerstone of

Akshaya Patra’s efforts to curb malnutrition in children

in the long term, by ensuring the women have nutritious

diets, especially through the maternal period, which is

fundamental for the survival and well-being of them and

their children. For babies and toddlers, the nutrition

received acts as a foundation for future development

and learning. 

BREAKFAST PROGRAM
Begun as a pilot in 2017, our Breakfast Programme

provides a nutritious meal to students, as a significant

number of children, come to school every morning

without having eaten since the previous afternoon or

evening. Studies have shown that a nutritious morning

meal results in better academic performance, as well as

lower levels of absenteeism.

BAY AREAGala
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Pan India, our kitchens are currently home to over

800+ vehicles, with each covering one route a day.

These delivery vans (Mahindra, Tata, and Isuzu) are

customized with insulated bodies and honeycomb-

constructed racks to carry containers, ensuring that

food reaches schools hot and fresh, with no spillage

during transportation. 

To support the phasing out of fossil fuels, we are

working to enhance our fleet with Electric Vehicles

(EVs) and Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) vehicles.

BEYOND THE MEALS

This program enables the higher education
aspirations of meritorious and

underprivileged students.

DIGITAL EDUCATION
PROGRAM

 
Meritorious students receive a tablet pre-

installed with BYJU’s learning app and
internet connection for two years.

Addresses infrastructure, educational, and
sustainability challenges faced at

individual school levels.

DISTRIBUTION VEHICLES

SCHOOL REJUVENATION 
PROGRAM

AVSAR SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

Initiatives going beyond the meals, under the
umbrella of the National Endeavour for Student
Transformation (NEST), aim to extend the Circle

of Care from the Mid-Day Meal Program.
 

These initiatives are structured to focus on the
holistic development of students, by giving them
the tools to progress past secondary education.

BAY AREAGala
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Jyothi Sathyan 

Director 

 Finance

 

 
Swati Sharma

Director 

 Partnerships & Marketing
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OUR TEAM

Navin Goel
CEO

 

Ankita Narula 
 Vice President

Development

 

Geeta Rai
Development Director

West Coast

 

 
Geeta Kulkarni
Vice President

Development

Piyali Dutta
Events Coordinator

 

Jackie Amaro
Finance Coordinator

 

Mike Seydell
Program Manager

 

Adithi Menon
 Consultant

Ashwini Bartolucci
 Coordinator

Shannon Griffith
Marketing Manager
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Srivatsan Rajan

 

 

Gururaj “Desh” Deshpande
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Siva Sivaram

 

Chanchalapathi Dasa Dr. Rachana Kulkarni, MD

Madhu Pandit Dasa

Roopa Makhija

Raghu Raghuram

B.V. Jagadeesh

BAY AREAGala

https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/about-us/#board-of-directors
https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/about-us/#board-of-directors
https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/about-us/#board-of-directors
https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/about-us/#board-of-directors
https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/about-us/#board-of-directors
https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/about-us/#board-of-directors
https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/about-us/#board-of-directors
https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/about-us/#board-of-directors
https://www.akshayapatrausa.org/about-us/#board-of-directors
http://akshayapatrausa.org/


AKSHAYAPATRAUSA.ORG

ADVISORY BOARD 

Satya Tiwari Sumir Chadha

Dr. Deepak Chopra

Narayana Murthy

Dr. Nitin Nohria Fareed Zakaria

Sanjeev KapoorRamamurthy Sivakumar
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WAYS YOU CAN HELP
By taking action, you enable us to successfully provide hungry children

across the country access to quality nutrition and education. You give

them a chance for a brighter future. From spreading awareness in your

town to donating your time or money, there are many ways to help.

CONTRIBUTE
and sponsor meals for children.

SPONSOR
upcoming kitchens and kitchen 
or delivery equipment.

VISIT 
a kitchen and/or school. 

AMAZON SMILE
add The Akshaya Patra Foundation
USA as your preferred charity.

VOLUNTEER
in the US for event planning,
marketing and sales expertise, 
speaker engagement, etc.

EMPLOYEE MATCH
include Akshaya Patra in your
company's employee matching
program.

SOCIAL MEDIA
like our social media pages and
share updates and newsletters.

YOUTH AMBASSADORS
invite your children to join the 
Youth Ambassador program
and encourage them to give back.

ONLINE CAMPAIGNS
start a targeted campaign and the
money you raise will help support
Akshaya Patra.

REFER US
to your friends, family, and
community networks.

BAY AREAGala

http://akshayapatrausa.org/


AKSHAYAPATRAUSA.ORG

WAYS TO GIVE

$1,000+
Feeds a Small School
for an entire school year
(approximately 50 students)

$5,000+
Feeds an Average Size School
for an entire school year
(approximately 250 students)

$20K+
Feeds a Large School
for an entire school year
(approximately 1000 students)

$50K+
Funds a Kitchen
for an entire month

BAY AREAGala
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PLATINUM 

Everything Akshaya Patra has accomplished has been possible

thanks to the unwavering support, dedication, and generosity of

our amazing sponsors and donors.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

BAY AREAGala

GOLD 

 
Christina and Deepak Kamra

 

http://akshayapatrausa.org/


Arjavalingam Family

Dimple & Dhimant Bhayani

Gautam Godhwani

Gita & VR Ranganath

Harsh Takle

Indu & Chandra Mundra

Janani & Bali Raghavan

Jyoti & Anil Godhwani

Jyoti Kukreja & Avi Parwaney

Kalpana Ramakrishnan & TS

Mina Kotadia & Ursheet Parikh

Mamta & Rajiv Jain

MulticoreWare
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MulticoreWare

Professor Thomas Kailath

Rajan Raghavan & Prabakar Sundarajan

Ramamurthy Rama Chandhrasekhar

Rashmi & Deep Nishar

Samir Dave

Sandhya & Moreshwar Purandare

Satya & Krishan Kalra

Shruti & Bhupen Shah

Smita & Sumit Sadana

Srivastava Foundation

Suneela & Sudhakar Muddu

Varkha & Hitesh Chellani

Vidya Chari & Sarangan Rangachari

Vinita & Pravin Madhani

http://akshayapatrausa.org/


 MEDIA SPONSORS
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RJ Sudha of
Tamiz Suvai

https://tvasiausa.com/
http://akshayapatrausa.org/
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ThankThankThank
you!you!you!
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